
 

A Letter of Recognition was also submitted on behalf of 1st Junior Commander Richard Terry Waite from the U.S. Department of 
Veteran Affairs Veterans Health Administration Southeast Louisiana Veterans Health Care System 
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Letter shown Below and on Next Page. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A TRIBUTE TO DR. REV. ERNEST MARCELLE, JR. 
 Veteran of The Day is Dr. Rev. Ernest Marcelle, Jr. DAV Member Chapter 23 

ARTICLE WAS SUBMITTED BY Lynette M. Lewis (His Daughter)                                                               

Ernest Marcelle Jr. was born on November 1, 1936, in Gonzales, La the  

Son of Leslie Robinson and Ernest Marcelle Sr.  He was the oldest son of 10 

siblings that included 5 girls and 5 boys. Ernest left home after graduating in 

1955 from Prairieville High School. At the age of 19 he joined the U.S. Air 

force completing 4 years during this time he went to basic training in San Antonio, TX, then to 

Denver, Co for more extensive training at the U.S. Air Force Air Traffic Training School. 

Graduation there in 1956, and then was sent To France for one year before heading to Spangdahlem 

Air Force Base in  

Germany for two years.  

In France and Germany, Marcelle served as an Air control technician Working on fighter 

planes. Upon leaving the military in 1959, Marcelle was  

employed with Shelby Construction, first serving as a receiving clerk. He was  

a supervisor of construction in Terry town. Marcelle also worked for Sears  

Roebuck. He filed a complaint, and it was after he left the company, they hired  

the very first black clerk. 

From 1963-1967 Marcelle worked for Boeing Company at Michoud Plant  

as a Union Representative. While employed there he made a compliant for  

black clerks to be promoted and through proper procedures he won the case.  

Throughout his life he has been involved in Civil Rights.  Recalling how he  

became a freedom fighter, he says he started working with Rev. TJ Jemison  

while in High School. He became involved while in Baton Rouge where there  

was a bus boycott and he would transfer people to and from work. He stated  

together we were successful at integrating the bus, then in 1954 we had another  

boycott to get black drivers and we were also successful.   

This was the model used in Montgomery. Dr. King was advised on how to successfully stage a 

boycott by Rev. Jemison. At any rate this is how Marcelle’s passion began with Civil Rights. This 

passion led our dad to lead a march on Canal Street in the Sixties against department stores where  

black people could not try on clothes or shoes. Marcelle’s passion of injustice also lead him into 

boycotting the buses in New Orleans as well.  

In the year 1967 Ernest Marcelle Jr. would make history by becoming the 

First Black State Trooper in the State of Louisiana at the age of 31 years old.  
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This title was an honor and privilege for our dad because it made all of us Proud to say, our 

dad was considered a man who we were proud of to be in Articles, magazines one namely the Jet by 

 Johnson publication and as children that was grand to us because we were children of a 

famous person.  

 Ernest graduated from Loyola University in New Orleans, La in  

Criminology. Had served as a military policeman, and had a previous stint  

with the New Orleans Police Dept. in the year 1967 after a march for  

discrimination issues of local and state employment one of the issues that the 

BVCL sought to challenge then Governor John J. McKeithen on was integration 

Of the Louisiana State Troopers law enforcement body. 

 In response to that public challenge, Governor McKeithen stated that he 

would agree to hire black personnel for the State Troopers, but was unaware of  

any capable candidates. After watching that statement on television Ernest  

Marcelle Jr called the governor and made him aware of his previous experience and a desire to take 

a position with the State Troopers.  The Governor had a black attorney to process Marcelle’s 

information, had an interview with the Superintendent of the State Police and afterwards he was 

selected.  

  In 2004, Marcelle was inducted into the Hall of Fame in the Line of Duty Museum in New 

York. Our dad states he has no bitterness for the racial barriers he faced because God was with him.  

       Ernest Marcelle Jr. has paved the way for African Americans in the quest for justice, equality, 

and opportunity. His life has been dedicated to equal rights, telling stories of his personal struggles 

on the front lines battling stereotypes and the racial barriers of the time. He is not bitter but 

someone who has triumphed against injustice with strength and compassion. 

 God had something greater for our dad in as time went on, he was called to preach the gospel. 

He received his minister’s license in 1978 and was ordained at Prayer Tower Church in 1979. His 

strong desire for the word of God  

lead him to McKinley Theological Seminary receiving a bachelor’s degree in  

1993. He graduated from Greater Saint Stephen in 1993 with a degree in Master 

Of Theology. In the year 2004 he received a degree in Doctor of Theology from 

Clay Christian Theological College. 

 He worshipped at Prayer Tower Church of God in Christ for 53 years,  

Served as Assistant Pastor for 35 years. He has worked with the prison ministry 

Program and upon the inmate’s release Marcelle and other’s help them  

Transition to get jobs. Our dad has preached at many revivals and being used 

Of God in the gift of healing he has seen people get up out of wheelchairs, people 

On their death bed get healed. He is used tremendously in the gift of prophecy 

As well telling people only what God could share with an individual. He lives 

A life dedicated to the Lord. He was dedicated to fasting and prayer early in 

His ministry. God used him mightily preaching, laying hands on the sick and 

Casting out devils. 

 He retired from the Post Office in 2008. Now Ernest attends Franklin.  

Ave in New Orleans, La. He has received numerous accolades and honors 

 for his civic activism and community service, including the Outstanding Service to the Community 

award, New Orleans Public School System; the  

Unsung Hero award, C.L.O.U.T; Pioneer awards from Prayer Tower COGIC 

 And the Central State Troopers Coalition; and Community Service awards  

From John A. Shaw School and the city of New Orleans.  

 He is a board member of the African American Museum in  

Donaldsonville, La, a volunteer chaplain for the Louisiana State 

Prison system; as executive secretary and public relations director for 

Gethsement Prison Ministry; and a board member for the Steeplechase/ 

DE Battista Civic Association, which he served as President. He also works 

With crime victims and families through the Southern Christian Leadership 

Conference. Marcelle is a member of the Disabled Veterans of America, and for  

10 years served as president of the Council of Presidents of the Cooperative 

School Club, an organization that unites the presidents of almost three dozen 

Parent-teacher organizations in New Orleans. He also held the positions as 
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The Chaplin of the Disabled American Veterans Organization (DAV) local 

Louisiana Westwego Chapter 23 and the State Department of Louisiana DAV.  

   Marcelle founded the Black Organization of Police and was a founding 

member of the National Black Police Association in 1973 this led to the   

immediate hiring of 100 black state troopers. Receiving all the accolades 

and honors; Keys to the city from the city of New Orleans, Jefferson Parish 

and the Vietnam War Service Veterans to this day he remains a humble man. 

He continues to help people in any capacity that he can. He resides in  

Harvey, La.  

 Summing up his life and source of strength against adversity he says it is 

his lifelong commitment to the Lord, it had to be the Lord, there are some  

things I would not have been to do on my own. I would say get to know the  

Lord for direction and wherever He leads you is fine because God has a plan 

for everyone and some of us fulfill the plan and some of us do not but make sure 

you look to the Lord for direction that is what I have done, and He has not failed me yet. 

 This is the life of our dad, our hero, a trailblazer, a role model a great  

man, who has served his country, protected its citizens, and preached to God’s people. What a man, 

what an honor to call him dad.  

Rev. Dr. Ernest Marcelle Jr. The father of 10 children and one is deceased. 

 

 

Final Thoughts 
A Word from Your NEW Editor, Detra 

 

 

  

 

Greetings Everyone,  

First, I would like to thank everyone for their kindness extended to me in assistance with the 

Registration for the May State Convention 2021.  This was my very first State Convention.  It was 

great meeting and greeting Members from the different Chapters and Auxiliary Units.  My spouse 

and I really enjoyed participating in the events.  Congratulations to all the New Line Officers and our 

New Commander Mike Mc Tiernan.  Best Wishes to our former Commander Jr. PDC Gene Durand.  

Thank you again to everyone for such a warm welcome to this wonderful organization! 

 

 
 


