
 
Notes from the Auxiliary  

 
 

Sr. Vice Commander’s Voice 

Shirley Mercer  
 
 

I want to thank my Unit for their support on my running for Senior Vice 
Commander for the State and all the Auxiliary members who voted for me.  I 
will try my best to serve all of you as best as I can.  I am only a phone call 
away if anyone needs help with their Unit.  My number is 337-577-0922, 
please call if I can be a help to you. 
 

          I encourage all Unit members to work on membership without our 
members we do not have an organization; the state is only lacking 7 new members to reach quota; remember 
our junior count as members also.  Our Junior are the future of this organization without them in 20 to 30 
years down the road we may not have this great organization. 
 
     Please remember everyone has a voice in this organization.  If you have an idea or opinion speak up, we 
want to hear you; because your idea or opinion just might be what we need to better this organization.  I am 
looking forward to seeing all of you at Mid-Winter it should be exciting we are having fun night (roaring 20’s 
is the theme) and we are planning on having an auction. 
 
     Please if you are not registered with the Commander’s Action Network (CAN) please do so.  It is important 
for our Veterans to get the help that is so greatly needed.  Our voices to our Congressmen and Senators 
make a difference if they can get this help.  If we do not tell them how we feel about an issue they have no 
way of knowing there is a problem in that area.  So again, please register with CAN and make your voice be 
heard. 
 
     Remember to thank a veteran for their service and welcome home a Vietnam veteran. 
  
     Shirley Mercer, 
     Past State Auxiliary Commander/Senior Vice Commander Auxiliary 
 

 
 
 
 

           Jr. Vice Commander’s Voice 
                 Sheila Stephens 
 
 
     Hello, my name is Sheila Stephens.  I was born and raised in Vernon 
Parish.  I am married to a wonderful man who served in the Marine Corps.  
We have one daughter, son-in-law, and three amazing grandsons. 
 

     I worked with the military for the past 20 years and in that time met Kathleen Wenthe, who 
asked me if I would like to be involved with the DAVA. 
 
     I joined in March 2013 to help with our veterans anyway I could.  Since joining I have held the 
office Jr. Vice and now Sr. Vice of Unit 20 in Leesville, La.  I enjoy being involved, meeting people 
from other states, and getting ideas on how we can make our organization better. 
 
     In May, I was elected to State Jr. Vice.  I am looking forward to great things happening not only 
for my Unit 20 but for the other units in the state. 
 
     Thank you for letting me be a part of the DAVA; it is a great group of people. 
 
 
 



    

Adjutant’s Thoughts 
Kathy Wenthe 

 
Hello Auxiliary Members, 
 
We have kicked out 2020 and rolled in 2021 
with a new outlook on everything!  I am 
pleased to say that our 74th State 
Convention went off without a hitch.  It was probably the shortest convention in 

the history of our Auxiliary, for sure.  But with that said, all the business at hand was 
accomplished and we have a new set of State Officers.  They are Commander Marlene Comeaux, Lafayette Unit 
2; Sr. Vice Commander Shirley Mercer, PSC, Lafayette Unit 2; Jr. Vice Commander Sheila Stephens Jack Redell 
Unit 20; Judge Advocate Betty Lane, PSC, Shreveport-Bossier Unit 30; Treasurer/Adjutant Kathleen Wenthe, 
PSC, Jack Redell Unit 20; Chaplain Golda Jeffers Paul B. Benoit Unit 7; Sergeant At Arms Linda Willis Paul B. 
Benoit Unit 7.  Congratulations to all! 
  
     I want to give a big shout out to one of Unit 7 newest members, Linda Willis!  This was her first convention 
and boy did she jump right in and help us out!  Thank you for selling most all the raffle tickets for the $100 bill!  
We drew the ticket at the end of our last business session and the newly installed DAV Commander Mike 
McTiernan was the winner.  He graciously donated the $100.00 back to the Auxiliary, Thank You Mike!  I was 
able to deposit $438.00! 
 
     We have several Units that have not met in over a year.  With more and more members becoming vaccinated 
and COVID restrictions easing up a bit, it is now time to get the Unit members back to the meeting place to hold 
elections and installation of Officers.  However, if your Unit is still unable to meet due to the concerns of the 
COVID, please call me asap.  It is important that we have current and correct information for the Dept. Directory 
and National auxiliary. 
 
     We need a new spark in our Auxiliary Units, please help me reach out to potential new members to get them 
signed up and active in your Unit.  Now’s the time to hold that membership drive. 
      
     National Convention will be held in Tampa, Florida this year beginning on July 30 to August 3, 2021.  I will be 
attending the convention in hopes of becoming your next DAV Auxiliary 8th District NEC for the M.A. L. T.  
Louisiana was to take the position last year during convention for a two-year period, however due to COVID it  
 

 
was held until this year.  Unfortunately, now the term will only before one year.  The rooms for convention are 
going fast, so if you have not reserved yours yet, I strongly encourage you to do so asap.  Members can no go 
online and register for convention. 
 
      
     As a reminder, tickets to the Forget-Me-Not luncheon at National Convention must be purchased in advance.  
No luncheon tickets will be available for purchase on site.  Checks may be sent to national headquarters at any 
time and should be earmarked “Forget-Me-Not Luncheon” with the number of tickets requested.   Those wishing 
to pay a, credit/debit card may call national headquarters between now and July 16, 2021.  The cost of the 
luncheon is $40.00 per person.  After June 16, 2021, please send checks to the new national headquarters 
address at 860 Dolwick Dr.  Erlanger KY 41018.  Tickets will be available for pick-up beginning Thursday, July 29, 
2021, in the DAV Auxiliary Office located in Gasparilla Room, 2nd Floor of the JW Marriot.  
 
     National Auxiliary Fall Conference will be held in Lawrenceburg, IN, Beginning September 30 to October 2, 
2021.  If anyone wants to attend the conference, please get with me for details on how to reserve a room and 
get registered. 
 
     To all my Unit Treasurers:  Please do not forget that your Unit financial report will be due by September 30, 
2021.  I encourage each Unit to complete the financial report as soon as you receive the June bank statement.  
If you have any questions on filling it out give me a call.  If the last report that you filled out was from 2018-
2019, do remember that you must still complete the financial report for last year 2019-2020 and now this 
current year that is soon to be due for 2020-2021.  Please remember that after its completed and audited (do 
not forget those signatures), you must include a copy of the bank statement and a copy of the income and 
expense schedules with the report itself.  A complete copy of all papers  
Must be sent to National Auxiliary, DAV Dept., and State Auxiliary. 
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  Each Unit is responsible to pay their State Mandates no later than September 30, 2021, in the amount of $25.00 to the 
State Auxiliary.  Do keep in mind that National will also be sending out notices for National Indebtedness and that must 
be paid as soon as you receive the notification from National. 
 
     We will hold our Louisiana Mid-Winter Conference this year November 19-20, 2021, at the Doubletree Hotel; (504) 
467-3111.  It is located at 2150 Veterans Memorial Blvd., Kenner, La.  Be sure and call to get your room reserved now. 
During the State Convention, the members voted for the FUN NIGHT Theme….” The Roaring 20’s”!  We will be turning the 
hall into a modern Speak Easy that we can relax and enjoy some jazzy big band vibes!  I hope you will dress for the occasion 
but either way I hope you will join us for some fun! 
 
     I am always here to lend a hand if you need it.  Please, do not hesitate to ask for help. 
 
     I believe that if we all work together, WE can make a difference! 
      
     Thank a Soldier, thank a Veteran, Thank a Caregiver 
       
      Sincerely, 
 
      Kathleen Wenthe, PSC 
      State Adjutant

 
 

 
 

From the Judge Advocate 
Betty Lou Lane 

 
Hello everyone! 
 
First, I must say, Thank You!  To all the Auxiliary Members that attended our State Convention.  With your 
participation and help we had a very successful Convention. 
 To our out-going Auxiliary State Commander Tracy Perkins thank you for all the work you have done for the Auxiliary 
and helping our Veterans and their families.  Congratulations to all our in-coming Line Officers and I know you are 
ready to work.  Thank you all, for all you do with-in your Units. 
Our State Auxiliary Adjutant Kathy Wenthe you do make sure we have what we need so our department can run 
smooth.  Thank You!  As sad new was heard about our Auxiliary State Chaplain Mrs. Lefern Ward resigning.  Chaplain 
Ward we love you, we all appreciate all the years you have served our Auxiliary… We will miss you!  We welcome 
Golda Jeffers as our new Chaplain and look forward in working with her. 
If you are going to National Convention, I hope to see you there. 
I know everyone is look forward to Fall conference in November.  Let us pray we all remain healthy, take care of 
ourselves and be safe. 

 
“The will of GOD will never take you to where the grace of 

God will not protect you.” 
Bernadette devlin 

 

 
Congratulations to our New Line Officers 2021-2022 

Commander Michael McTiernan 
Senior Vice Commander Belinda Hill 

1st. Junior Vice Commander Richard Terry Waite 
2nd Junior Vice Commander Irma Jean Mitchel 

3rd Junior Vice Commander Alfred Leger 
Sgt.-At-Arms Robert Chapman 

Judge Advocate Charles “Tex” Stevenson 
Chaplain Wade Jenkins 

Adjutant PDC Paul Hermann, Jr. 
Treasurer PNEC/PDC Kevin Wenthe 

 

 



More Honors and Tributes 
      

Congratulations To Sandra Franks! 

Trilblazer Award Winner 2021                                          

Department of Veterans Affairs 

   

Center for Women Veterans Trailblazer Award Winner 

 

Sandra Franks served in United States Air Force and served for 23 years, retiring in 1997. During her 
career she was the first woman to serve as First Sergeant of a Rescue and Recovery Squadron and 
was promoted to Master Sergeant under the Stripes for Exceptional Performers. She is the recipient 
of several awards to include Airman, NCO, Senior NCO and First Sergeant of the Year. In 2007, she 
joined Overton Brooks VA Medical Center as the Public Affairs Officer, retiring in 2014. She is a 
lifetime member of the Disabled American Veterans and holds a state office as the Women Veterans 
Coordinator. She is a member of the Women’s Healthcare Committee at Overton Brooks VA Medical 
Center and the Co-chair of Community Veterans Engagement Board. She was recognized as an 
Honor recipient at a local Veterans Day program. In 2017 she founded a non-profit organization to 
serve women Veterans, Women Veterans of the Ark La Tex (WVALT) (the geographical area of 
northwest Louisiana, east Texas and southwest Arkansas). It is the largest women Veterans’ 
organization in Louisiana and the only women Veterans group servicing east Texas and southwestern 
Arkansas. The mission of WVALT is to honor and assist women Veterans who have and continue to 
pave the way to freely serve our country. She organizes the largest women Veterans’ informational 
seminar in Louisiana presenting a free seminar which provides guest speakers in the areas of 
women’s health, mental health, financial issues, nutrition and exercise and VA benefits. The seminar 
in 2019 was attended by 120 women Veterans. There was no seminar in 2020 but the next one is 
planned for June 25 and 26, 2021 and will celebrate Women Veterans Day on the 12th. In addition to 
starting the women Veterans’ group, Mrs. Franks was the spearhead to raise funds to erect a Women 
Veterans Monument in the local community. Fundraising for the monument took over three years to 
raise the approximately $90,000.00 to complete the project. The monument is the only one in the 
southern United States from coast to coast. It is a bronze, one of a kind, life size statue of a woman 
warrior in battle dress uniform. She stands on a granite pedestal with the inscription, “Dedicated to 
those who have, those who are, and those who will serve our great Nation” and a granite base with 
the five bronze service seals. The dedication of the monument was November 11, 2020, and was 
attended by over 200 guests, Veterans, elected officials, citizens, and the Louisiana Secretary of 
Veterans Affairs.  

 
 
 

In the same way, let your light shine before others, 
that they may see your good deeds and glorify 
your Father in heaven.”  Matthew 5:16 

 
 


