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Notes and Updates 

 

 
 Today, women are serving in greater numbers in the U.S. military and make up 20 percent of new recruits, 16 
percent of personnel serving on active duty, and 19 percent of the National Guard and reserve forces.  By 
2040, VA estimates that 16 percent of veterans will be women. 
 
    Women are now eligible to serve in all military occupations, giving way to increased exposure to combat 
and hazardous occupations, which result in increased risk for serious injuries such as amputations, traumatic 
brain injury, war-related environmental exposures as well as the consequent risks of developing post-
traumatic stress or other post deployment behavioral health issues.  Likewise, the number of women veterans 
seeking VA health care services continues to increase.  By 2020, VA estimates it will treat 559, 000 women 
veterans-326,000 for gender-specific health needs, which projects more than 8% growth in the women’s 
patient population and 8.9% growth in women seeking gender-specific care in two years.  63% of women 
veteran patients in VHA have a service-connected disability, and are eligible for a lifetime of treatment, 
compensation, education, and other VA benefits.  In 2015, about 73% of women veterans between the ages of 
18 and 44 who used VHA received compensation for a service-connected disability. 
      DAV’s special report:  Women Veterans” The Long Journey Home, as well as its follow-on report, Women 
Veterans:  The Journey Ahead, highlight gaps in services for women across the landscape of current federal 
programs.  Both reports note that one of the most persistent problems is a military and veterans’ culture that 
is not perceived by women as welcoming and does not afford them equal consideration. 
     
     Current wartime deployments and the recent integration of women into all military occupations have 
resulted in new transition and reintegration challenges for women veterans.  For example, VA research 
indicates there are higher rates of homelessness and suicide among women veterans relative to non-veteran 
women peers and that women veterans are high users of VA mental health services. 
 
     A rapid increase in the number of women veterans seeking VA medical care has resulted in challenges in 
providing timely, gender-specific primary care at all VA facilities, further compounded by a shortage of primary 
care providers with expertise in women’s health capable of providing high quality comprehensive care for this 
patient population. 
     Please contact your representatives in Congress to enact legislation that is in line with the 45 key 
recommendations made in DAV’s most recent women veterans report, Women Veterans:  The Journey Ahead 
to ensure all federal programs are meeting the needs of women veterans, and equal in effectiveness and 
health outcomes when compared to the services provided to male veterans.  Urge Congress to conduct 
oversight, hold hearings, and provide the necessary resources to correct identified deficiencies, gaps in 
services and improve programs and services to meet the unique needs of women veterans. 
 
     Stay connected and stay informed.  Subscribe to the DAV Commanders Action Network.  Log on to DAV CAN 
and subscribe. 
 
     Check in to the DAV website to see what is new with women Veterans’ issues and DAV’s plan to help 
women Veterans. 
 

Sandy Franks, DAV DOL, Women Veterans Coordinator 
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Obituary Listed in The Acadiana Advocate 
IN MEMORIAM 

Daniel F. "Danny" Martin 

 
Visitation was held Friday, January 08, 2021 at 2:00 p.m. and was extended until after the rosary time of 6:00 p.m. for Daniel F. 

Martin, age 73, who passed away Tuesday December 29, 2020 at his residence in Carencro. 
Mr. Martin was a native of Lafayette and a resident of Carencro.  Danny was veteran of the military, proudly serving his country in 

the United States Army, RA.  He was active duty four years, ten months, and sixteen days.  He was a Cold War Veteran as a member 
of the 2/9 Calvary with the 24th Infantry Division doing duty on the border of the Iron Curtain between, what was then, West 

Germany and Soviet controlled East Germany.  On his return to the United States, he went to Keesler Air Base for Air Trafffic Control 
School.  He was then at Ft. Rucker, Alabama and assigned Temporary Duty at the Troy Airport in Alabama Confederate Veterans, 
Brigadier General J.J. Alfred Mouton Camp #778.  He was an avid outdoorsman enjoying hunting and fishing with his children and 

grandchildren.  Antiquing was another hobby he enjoyed.  Danny always found time to browse.  He grew Satsumas sharing his crop 
with family and friends.  He loved his animals bringing treats and toys for them.  He was a very generous man with an incredible 

heart who was extremely proud of his children and grandchildren.  He will be so greatly missed by his family and friends.  Survivors 
include his wife of forty-nine years, Candy Sluga Martin; two sons, Rob Martin and his wife Courtney, and  CW3 Ryan Martin and his 
wife, Christina; one daughter, Rhonda Martin Denman and her husband, Jason; nine grandchildren, Dane Langley, Madison Martin, 

Celia Leblanc, Drew Martin, Adalyn Zaoe Marie Denman; one great-granddaughter, Aubrey Denman; his sister-in-law, Melanie B. 
Martin and her son, Max Martin and his wife, Shauna, and son, Alex Martin.  He was preceded in death by one precious 

granddaughter, Ivana Rose Martin; his parents, Malcolm “M.A” Martin and Ruby Bridges Martin; and his brother, James A. Martin.  
In lieu of flowers the family requested donations be made to a charity of choice or Disabled American Veterans Department of 

Louisiana and Acadiana Animal Aid. 

 
IN MEMORIAM 

John “Carty” Partan Cross 

Provided by Walters Funeral Home 
January 26, 1937, - April 2, 2021 (age 84) 

 

John Partan "Carty" Cross, 84, passed away at home, surrounded by family, after battling multiple health problems on 
April 2, 2021. Graveside services will be held Tuesday, April 6, 2021, at 12:30 pm at the Southwest Louisiana Veterans 

Cemetery in Jennings, La.  
He was born in Andalusia, Ala. on January 26, 1937, to Jack Allen Cross, Sr., and Arthenia "Bobbie" Moore Douglas. He 
joined the United States Army at the age of 17 and served nearly 21 years, retiring at the rank of Master Sergeant. His 

service included being in combat during the Vietnam War. 
In his civilian life that followed, John worked as the Service Manager for Mack Trucks at Acadiana Dodge, and later as a 
master mechanic at Morrison's Truck and Salvage before finally retiring. He enjoyed spending several years RV'ing with 

his wife, Gloria, and his SMART military friends all over the U.S. and Canada.  
Survivors include his loving wife and best friend of 32 years, Gloria Brady; three daughters, Debra Hawkins (Les), Becky 
Cross (Miles Stanisch), and Cynthia Barragan (Marco); two step-sons, Michael Parrie, Jr. (Jenny) and Zane Parrie; three 
grandchildren, Garrett John Hawkins (Nicole), Erika Stanisch, and Sydney Stanisch; three great-grandchildren, Lucy and 

Zoey Hawkins, and C.J. Yanes; the mother of his children, Marian Ann Cross; and numerous nephews, niece, grand-
nephews and nieces, cousins, extended family relatives, and friends.  

He was preceded in death by his parents and four brothers: Robert Jackson, Jack Allen, William "Bill" and James "Tiny" 
Cross.  

Family and friends were very important to John, and he traveled the roads may times to visit with them when he could. 
Though he began to slow down over the years due to failing vision and health issues, he still tried to keep up with his 

family and friends to the best of his ability.  
John was a member of "SMART" (Special Military Active Recreational Travelers), the Cushman Club of America, the 

Disabled American Veterans, and the Blinded Veterans Association, making many friends in each of these organizations. 

The family requests that in lieu of flowers, those who wish may send a donation in John’s memory to The Disabled American Veterans 
Chapter 2, PO Box 82614, Lafayette, LA 70598. 

 



 
 
 
 

Remembering PDC Bill Worley 
Article Submitted by Member Chuck Trenchard 

 
 
 

 I first met Bill Worley at the State 
Convention in 2006.  He was Senior Vice Commander at that time.  Joe Menard took over from Paul Hermann 
as State Commander and PDC Frank Cummings was State Adjutant.  Bill was a retired Air Force Chief Master 
Sergeant and a member of Chapter 30 in Shreveport, Louisiana. 
One Year later, Bill became department Commander and reappointed me as his Adjutant.  I was previously 
appointed by PDC Joe Menard when Frank had to step down due health concerns.  I traveled with Bill 
extensively during tenure as Commander and we became good friends.  We visited every chapter in the state 
and attended the Commander and Adjutant Training Conference as well as the National Midwinter and State 
Conventions. 
Like Frank Cummings, Bill was a real gentleman and conducted himself in a highly professional manner.  
Working with Bill was both an honor and a pleasure.  The department flourished and membership was at an 
all-time high.  All Department events were well-attended and successful.  Bill was well-liked and highly 
respected by everyone.  He shared a lot of his leadership and knowledge with me. 
Bill and I remained good friends long after he served as Department Commander.  I frequently sought his 
advice and counsel while I served as Adjutant especially after Frank Cummings passed away.  Like Frank, PDC 
Bill Worley was undoubtedly one of the Department’s finest.  I will always remember him for the fine person 
he was as I am sure many members will as well.  
 

 
 
 
 
 

Remembering PDC Frank Cummings 
Article Submitted by Member Chuck Trenchard 

  
     It has been about 10 years since PDC Frank Cummings passed away.  Frank was a 
member of DAV for over 50 years and served as Department Commander in 1993 and 
later as Department Adjutant for many years until his retirement in 2007.  Just prior to 
his passing, Frank had been appointed to the Governor’s Commission on Veterans 
Affairs.  He was one of the most distinguished members of the DAV Department of 
Louisiana and was held in very high regard by National Headquarters.  He was asked to 
perform various duties for National on numerous occasions.  Upon his passing, the 
National Adjutant, Art Wilson wrote his wife, Joyce and expressed many words of 
praise for Frank and his many years of service to the department. 
 

Frank was a true gentleman in every respect and a man of fine character and irreproachable integrity.  
Although I did not know Frank for long, I became close to him, and he mentored me as the new Department 
Adjutant who had succeeded him.  I regarded him as a true friend.  He had a vast knowledge of the 
department and its history.  He was also an authority on DAV policy and procedures and the constitution and 
bylaws for both the Department and National Headquarters. 
 
Frank brought honor to the department and was well respected by both commanders and line officer from 
other departments.  In addition to his many accomplishments in DAV.  He also served as Grand Imperial 
Rodent number 53, the elected leader of the National Order of Trench Rats, a former special service fraternity 
made up of chosen DAV members. 
 
It is an honor for me to write this short remembrance of Frank.  Anyone who ever met Frank benefited from 
the experience.  There have been many fine members in the Department of Louisiana, however, Frank 
Cummings will always be counted one of the finest. 
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