
 
 

Chaplain’s Comments 

Chaplain Wade Jenkins 
fatboydwj@gmail.com or dwjenkins@davdol.org  

HP (318) 748-4840; CP (318) 229-2046 

 
 

     It is a pleasure to be your Chaplain.  I THANK YOU for your support at the State Conference in 
May 2021.  I am depending on the Commanders and Adjutants of each Chapter along with the Chapter’s 
Chaplain to lead the way in ministering to the needs of their chapter members.  I ask that I be included in the 
notificatrion or acknowledgement of a Chapter member’s death or the death of an Auxiliary member. 
    The information below is what comes from the National Chaplain expectations/wishes.  I provide this for 
guidance as leaders in the Chapters. 
     The National Chaplain receives a monthly repport of deceased members from Natrional Headquarters.  This 
report is derived from the names of the deceased that have been sent in by the chapter adjutant or state 
adjutant.  Upon receipt of this list, the National Chaplain mails a sympathy card to the deceased member’s 
chapter as an expression of sympathy on to the chapter upon the loss of the member.  The chapter might wish 
to pass this card on to the deceased member’s family.  It it important that the chapter’s contact the family at 
the time of death and render whatrever assistance may be deemed appropriate. 
     Often, the chapter may be asked to assist with the burial service, and as a further tribute to their member, 
the chapter may also want to use the Memorial for Departed Members as printed in the National Constitution 
and By Laws, SPECIAL REMINDER-please notifiy National Headquarters as soon as possible following a 
member’s death.  Also, each chapter should notify the Department Chaplain so that an appropriate message 
of sympathy may be sent to the member’s family. 
     I look forward to the remainder of the year in serving the needs of my fellow veterans and the DAVA to the 
best of my ability and with GOD’s guidance.  I have Get Well Cards and Sympathy cards to send to those who 
need them, but the key again is informative and TIMELY contact from my fellow DAV Veterans and DAVA 
colleagues. 

 
 

2 Corinthians 4:16-18 

Therefore, we do not lose heart. Though outwardly we are wasting away, yet inwardly we are being renewed day by 

day.  For our light and momentary troubles are achieving for us an eternal glory that far outweighs them all.  So, we 

fix our eyes not on what is seen, but on what is unseen. For what is seen is temporary, but what is unseen is 

eternal. 

IN GOD WE ALWAYS TRUST 

BECAUSE OF THE CROSS 

Wade Jenkins 
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Law Talk 

 “Tex” Stevenson  

Department  
Judge Advocate 

 

 
 

 
PROTECT YOUR IDENTITY 

 
 

     Louisiana Law provides a remedy to protect your idendity and keep others from usig your 
SSN to open new credit lines and has since July of 2005 by the enactment of Louisiana Revised 
Statutes 9:3571.1 which will freeze your credit.  GOOGLE “credit freeze” and it will give you as 
a lay person all the information you need to protect your credit. 
     Once you do this no one can access your credit file (not even you)  without your unique 
personal identification number issued by each credit bureau.  After you do this even if 
someone knows your SSN they will not be able to use it.  But a caution, you must not lose your 
PIN numbers. 
     In order to start this you have to contact each credit bureau individually and they are 
Experian (1-888-397-3742), Equifax (1-800-685-1111), and Transunion (1-888-909-8872).  You 
can do it by telephone or online.  To find their websites go to the Federal Trade Commission 
Consumer Information page (https://www.consumer.ftc.gov/blog/2018/09/free-credit-
freezes-are-here).  The process is free and you can even “thaw” the freeze later if you wish. 
     A security freeze also solves a problem that is becoming increasingly rampant-new-credit 
lines being opened literally a day or two after someones death.  When the SSN is on 
“lockdown” no new credit may be opened, even post death.  Credit Bureaus will not lock down 
a deceased person’s SSN until they have received a death certificate and sometimes that can 
take weeks or even months depending on the manner of death before they are issued.  
          

 
                                     

2021 Regular Legislative Session 
LDVA Update on Proposed Military/Veterans Bills (as of 5-24-21) 

(to read these, go to legis.la.gov, select “Bills”, “2021 Regular Session”, enter bill or ACT #) 
 
 

 
2 IMPORTANT PHONE NUMBERS FOR VETS 
VA 72 HOUR NOTIFICATION -844-724-7842  

A MUST A VET GOES TO AN OUTSIDE HOSPITAL 
 

NATIONAL VETERANS HOTLINE 
855-948-2311 

THIS IS A COMPLAINT LINE THAT SOMETIMES ACTUALLY WORKS 
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U.S. Department of Veteran Affairs US.VA@va.gov  
MESSAGE FROM THE SECRETARY 

Toxic Exposures Announcement 

 

Today, I announced two very important decisions that will affect millions of Veterans who served in the 

Vietnam War and in Southwest Asia, Afghanistan, and Uzbekistan during the Persian Gulf War and after 

September 11, 2001. It is important to note that the process by which these decisions were made is just the 

first step; this will be an iterative, Department of Veterans Affairs (VA)-driven process to identify potential 

presumptions of service connection.  

 

Many of our Nation’s Veterans have waited a long time for changes to presumptions of service 

connection for benefits, and I look forward to working with the VA Toxic Exposure team to implement changes 

such as the following as swiftly as possible.  

 

The first decision concerns the addition of bladder cancer, hypothyroidism, and Parkinsonism to the list 

of those conditions presumptively associated with exposure to Agent Orange. This implements provisions of 

the William M. Thornberry National Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2021 (P.L. 116-283), and VA will 

apply the provisions of court orders related to Nehmer v. U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs, which may 

result in an earlier date for entitlement to benefits for Veterans who served in the Republic of Vietnam during 

the Vietnam era. Vietnam era Veterans and their survivors, who previously filed and were denied benefits for 

one of these three new presumptive conditions, will have their cases automatically reviewed without the need 

to refile a claim and will receive a letter from VA on the status of their claim.  

 

The second decision involves Veterans who served in Southwest Asia, Afghanistan, and Uzbekistan 

during the Persian Gulf War and after September 11, 2001. After a thorough review of the scientific evidence 

around toxic exposures, including the report from the National Academies of Science, Engineering and 

Medicine, I am directing initiation of rulemaking to consider creating presumptions of service connection for 

chronic respiratory conditions associated with exposure to airborne hazards during military service in 

Southwest Asia, Afghanistan and Uzbekistan during the covered periods of conflict, which may include asthma, 

sinusitis and rhinitis. Our approach to this process will be holistic, and we will base our decision on science, in 

fulfilling our responsibility to Veterans who may have suffered disability due to their service.  

 

These decisions will affect millions of Veterans and families, and I encourage everyone in VA to always 

keep in mind the tremendous impact that we will be making in their health and quality of life as we go through 

these processes. I look forward to working with you as we further our goal of improving the lives of all 

Veterans.  

 

For more information, please go here: Airborne Hazards and Burn Pit Exposures - Public Health 

(va.gov). 

 

Denis McDonough 

 

Just for Laughs 

Submitted by Adjutant Paul Hermann, Jr. 

 

Old Folks Are Worth a Fortune 

     Old folks are worth a fortune.  With silver in their hair, gold in their teeth, stones in their kidneys, lead in their feet and gas in their stomachs.  I have 
become a lot more social with the passing of the years; some might even call me a frivolous old gal.  I am seeing five gentlemen a day. 

     As soon as I wake, Will Power help me get out of bed.  Then I go to see John.  Then Charley Horse comes along, and when he is here, he takes a lot 
of my time and attention.  When he leaves, Arthur Ritis shows up and stays the rest of the day. (He does not like to stay in one place very long, so he 
takes me from joint to joint.)  After such a busy day, I am tired and glad to go to bed-with Ben Gay.  What a life! 

 

     P.S. The preacher came to call the other day.  He said that at my age I should be thinking about the hereafter.  I told him I do-all the time.  No matter 
where I am-in the parlor, upstairs in the kitchen or down in the basement- I ask myself, “Now, what am I here after?” 
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From the Sgt.-At-Arms 
Robert Chapman 

 
 
 

Greetings Fellow Commrades,  
 

 
     I would like to take this opportunity to say thank you to everyone for electing me as your 
new Sgt.- At-Arms.  I look forward to serving you this upcoming year in our great organization. 
 
     The State Convention in May 2021 was a great success.  I would also like to say 
Congratulations and best wishes to all the Line officers elected for 2021-2022.   I am also 
looking forward to our future events of Golf Tournament in October and Midwinter 
Conference in November.   If you need to contact me by email address is robert 
chapman@davdol.org and my telephone number is (504) 251-3745. 
 
Thank You! 

 
 

MY REVIEW OF THE 2021 DEPARTMENT CONVENTION 
Article by PDC Bill Lane (1994-1995) 

 
 

           It seemed good to attend our Convention in Alexandria in May.  Getting to once again see some of my 
old friends and share with them memories of past gatherings.  Also, joined in the solemn experience of the 
Memorial Service (as the names of those from the chapters and units who have entered into their eternal rest 
during the past year are called out)  as we pay tribute to their faithful service.  Always giving thanks to God for 
the privilege of having served them. 
     One thing I really missed though, was the comradery we normally share at our annual Past Department 
Commander’s Luncheon, including the acceptance of the outgoing commander into our ranks.  I also missed 
the usual fellowship we all enjoy inviting our fellow PDC’s, from the other states in the 8th District, to be our 
guests at the luncheon.  I will certainly be looking forward, GOD willing, to once again be a part of that 
function at next years convention.  I aslo missed being able to attend the normally held Convention Banquet.  
MAYBE NEXT YEAR! 
     Let’s all pray that conditions will permit us to return to a more normal agenda at next year’s gathering.  If 
you haven’t ever attended a state convention, let me personally invite you to attend next year.  We can 
complete the business of our organization so much better, if we have a greater number of our membership 
participating. 
 
     May GOD Bless America and the DAV! 
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