
 

 
 

From 1st. Jr. Vice Commander 
R. Terry Waite 

Greetings Comrades-in-Arms, 
 
It is once again time to declare that it has been a pleasure to serve in the 
Great Veteran Service Organization.  Working to make the lives of our fellow 
disabled veterans better by helping them get the much needed 
medical/financial benefits that they deserve proves to be one of the most 

rewarding things that I have done in my life. 
     A great big special thanks to PDC Gene Durand for two outstanding years of service as 
Department Commander.  Congratulations to all the newly elected Line Officers. 
 
     I returned to work at SLVHCS, Ne Orleans, Voluntary Services with a heavy heart.  My 
heartfelt sympathy and condolences go out to all who have lost Loved Ones to this 
pandemic.  While I was very fearful of possibly contacting the potentially deadly COVID-19 
virus, work as Hospital Service Officer had to continue.  The role out of the vaccine was 
great news.  There has been great effort put forward to ensure that all who wished to get 
the vaccine were able to get it. 
     Valentines’ Day/Veterans Appreciation Day was celebrated with a drive thru give away 
of gift bags of items that would help our veterans get thru these trying times with a simple 
gift for our appreciation for all who have served our great Nation. 
 
     I continued to assist the Mental Health department at SLVHCS, New Orleans by co-
chairing the Taking Charge of My Life and Health group through virtual care.   This program 
teaches young and old veterans tools need to go through their daily routines without fear 
and anxiety.  Teaching veterans of the necessity to have a meaning and purpose in life frees 
the soul to reach deep inside to find what really makes them feel more at ease with the 
issues of daily life. 
     Duties as Hospital Service Coordinator for SLVHCS, New Orleans has availed the 
following outcomes: 

1.  Franklin VA Clinic has a vehicle assigned to it.  The VA request that the clinic be 
allowed to use the vehicle to transport veterans when they only have a few riders.  
This creates a cost savings to VA; 

2. The Hammond Clinic has a vehicle assigned to it.  The VA requested that the clinic be 
allowed to use the vehicle to transport veterans when they one have a few riders.  
This creates a cost savings to VA; 

3. There are several new volunteers being onboarded that are stating that they will be 
available to DAV Transportation program once all onboarding processes had been 
accomplished. 

4. Chapter 9, Commander Gary Acosta, Lockport, LA with members of the Chapter 
worked hard to get 3 volunteer drivers through the grueling process of completing all 
the necessary training and background check/ID issuance.  They now have a vehicle 
stationed in Lockport to transport veterans with appointments  from  their area as well 
as veterans in the Raceland/Houma area. 

 
     The Spring, 2021 DAV, Department of Louisiana Spring Golf Tournament was a huge 
success.  PDC/NEC Eddie Figuerion, and his helper, 1st. Jr. Vice Commander Belinda Hill, 
PDC Paul Hermann gave their all to make it happen. My hat again is off to PDC Hermann for 
pulling all stops out that would have prevented this event from happening.  PDC/PNEC 
Figuerion brought his Cajun style boiling techniques to the event.  1st Junior Vice-
Commander Hill was a great asset.  She helped serve the hungry golfers and workers.  All 
the great assistance helped to make this the largest fund-raising golf tournament to date. 
       

 

***Quotables*** 
 

On Teamwork: 
“Great things in business are never done by one person.  They’re done by a team of people.” - 
Steve Jobs 
 



 
 
   
 
 

From 2nd Jr. Vice Commander 
Irma Jean Mitchel 
 
 
 
 

     Hello comrades, I pray that all is well with everyone during this time.  I am hopeful and fully persuaded 
that this year will still provide prosperity as we remain united as Louisiana veterans.  I am still about helping 
veterans and their families.    During this period, I continue to provide veterans with hot meals, water, and 
dry goods.  This assistance is in addition to the DAV National Disaster Relief Program, where I personally 
obtained and registered veterans and DIC members throughout Louisiana five Parish area yielding 
approximately $600,000 in benefits.  At present, I am daily assisting veterans with VA & insurance claims 
and other military Disaster Relief Funds. 
 
       Our Chapter is still being repaired along with my home and many local businesses in this area.  But I am 
still focus (Mission Oriented) despite “The Snowstorm.” 
 
        March is the month to celebrate Women in the Military.  Female Marine recruits started basic training 
for the first time in the 100-year history of boot camp in San Diego.  The Corps is under a congressional 
mandate to end segregated recruit training.  I willingly support all military women and I am immensely 
proud to be a Military Woman Veteran and recognize & salute the first Female Military Coed recruits in the 
US Marines Corp. 
 
       Although, we cannot fully socialize and masks are uncomfortable, lets continue to stay safe and follow 
our state guidelines.  Also let us continue to open our hearts and resources to aide one another which will in 
turn may allow us to add new members to our organization.  Permitting that COVID 19 allows, I look forward 
to DAV 2021 Golf Tournament in April and the 2021 State Convention   
 
Everyone Be Blessed! 
 

 
 
From 3rd Jr. Vice Commander 

Al leger 
 
 

First, let me say Happy Memorial Day to all.  By the time 
this is posted/printed Memorial Day will have passed.  I do not 
mean to bring up hard times for anyone. 

Everyone who served has a friend who was lost while in 
service.  I do have friends lost in combat in various conflicts as 
well as in peace time through various accidents.  When we serve, 
we make friends across the U.S. in a large way we make new 

family members of some of these friends while in the military.  When something happens to 
one of these new family members it stays with you forever.  Keep this in mind next time you 
judge someone for not attending a memorial service where the names of local veteran 
members are announced recalling the friends lost in service. My thoughts on service to 
veterans has always been to serve ALL equally.  I will continue to do so if I serve veterans to 
help with benefits.  I have always served women equally as I have male veterans in acquiring 
their benefits.  For that reason, I do not give any extra notice to women veterans.  Not 
because they do not deserve it, but because we ALL deserve the earned benefits! 

Lastly, I do want to thank all who supported my election as LA DAV 3rd Junior Vice-
Commander!  I will do my best to represent all of you proudly! 

 
“MAY WE THINK OF FREEDOM, NOT AS THE RIGHT TO DO AS WE PLEASE, BUT AS THE OPPORTUNITY TO DO WHAT IS RIGHT.”  

Peter Marshall 
 
 



 
 

 
 
 

A Veteran - whether active duty, retired, served one hitch, or reservist is someone who, at one 
point in his or her life, wrote a blank check made payable to "The Government of the United 
States of America", for an amount of "up to and including their life."  That is honor, and there 
are too many people in this country who no longer understand it.  

-Author unknown. 
 

2021 Future Dates 
May 05 – Cinco De Mayo 
May 09 – Mother’s Day 
May 12-15 – State Convention, Hotel Bentley, Alexandria, LA 
May 15 – Armed Forces Day 
May 27 –Memorial Day 
June 12- Women Veterans Day 
June 14- Flag Day 
June 20 – Father’s Day 
July 04 – Independence Day  
JULY 31August 03- National Convention. Tampa, Florida 
September 06 –Labor Day 
September11 –Patriot’s Day 
October 11 – Columbus Day 
October 29th – La Golf Tournament Fundraiser 
October 31– Halloween 
November 1 – All Saints Day 
November 7 – Daylight Savings Time Ends 
November11 –Veterans Day 
Novembe25 - Thanksgiving Day 
December 7-Pearl Harbor Remembrance Day 
December 24- Christmas Eve 
December 25- Christmas Day 
December 31 – New Year’s Eve 
 

We dance even if there is no radio.  We drink at funerals.  We talk too much and 
too loud, and live too large, and, frankly, we’re suspicious of other’s who don’t.”  

Chris Rose 

 



 
 

New BillBoards 
Sponsored by: Member Byron Comeaux of Magnolia Care 
Center Veterans Home 
 

 

Bill boards are located in two different locations.  One is located near Magnolia Care Center Veterans Home on 
the corner of Florida Blvd. and Old Hammond Hwy.  The other Bill Boards are located in Denham Springs off 
the interstate coming and going. 
 
THANK YOU TO MEMBER BYRON COMEAUX AND MAGNOLIA CARE CENTER VETERANS 
HOME! 

 
Treasurer’s Turn 

 
Fellow Comrades 
 First, I would like to thank all who came to the State Convention this past May.  
The Convention was a great success due in part to our Dept.  Adjutant and his 
new Assistant Detra Fairley.  They did an outstanding job. 
     Second, I would like to thank our outgoing Commander Gene Durand for the 
two years he put in as our Dept. Commander.  He did a great job, even with the 
restrictions of COVID during the second year he still continued to help our 
Veterans. 
     I would like to wish our newly elected Commander Mike McTiernan and all of 
the new line officers a successful year.  Remember,  I’m here to help in any way I 
can. 
    To all Chapter Commanders and Treasurer’s, the end of the fiscal year is coming 

up soon.  It’s time to start preparing for the year end reports, financial and 990N.  As soon as you have 
received your June 30 bank statement, you can proceed to complete your Chapter Financial Report.  Once 
that is complete you will need to file the 990N e-post card.  If you have any issues with either, don’t 
hesistate to give me a call. 
 
     I will not be bringing a tote full of shirts and jackets to the convention/conferences any longer.  From 
now on, I will be taking orders for them.  Once the order is completed I will mail them directly to you.  Keep 
in mind that postage isn’t cheap so I will be asking for a few dollars extra to help cover the cost of shipping. 
 
     I would like to thank Paul Hermann for all the hard work he has put into the Dept. Golf Tournament.  It 
was very successful, and everyone had a great time.  Thank you to all the DAV and DAVA members that 
came down to lend a hand.  I’m already looking forward to the next one in October. 
     We will have a National Convention this year.  It was moved from Reno, NV to Tampa, FL beginning on 
July 29 to August 3.  If any one is interested in going, all the information can be found on the DAV National 
Website online.   
 
Remember, I am always just a phone call away should you need any help. 
Thank you 

 


